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SUBJ: ARAB LEAGUE DEMARCHE ON "ZION SQUARE" 

REF: USUN 420, 445, AND 512 (NOTAL) 

1. ARAB LEAGUE UN OBSERVER, AMBASSADOR HILMY, CALLED TODAY ON 
AMBASSADOR BENNETT IN AMBASSADOR MOYNIHAN'S ABSENCE TO CONVEY 
DEPTH OP ARAB ANGER AND RESENTMENT AT NEW YORK CITY ADMINIS- 
TRATION PLANS TO DESIGNATE AN AREA PACING UN SECRETARIAT 
BUILDING AS "ZION SQUARE". HILMY SAID ARAB LEAGUE 
UN AMBASSADORS MET FEBRUARY 10 TO DISCUSS MATTER. ATMOSPHERE 
OP MEETING, HE SAID, WAS ONE OP PURY "AT DELIBERATE INSULT 
AND PROVOCATION" THAT CITY WAS PLANNING AGAINST 
ARAB GOVERNMENTS. HILMY SAID MANY ARAB DELEGATIONS HAD 
RECEIVED "CONPRONTATIONAL" INSTRUCTIONS; SYRIA, POR EXAMPLE, 

WAS DEMANDING THAT NON-ALIGNED AT UN BE SEIZED OF MATTER. 
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2. BENNETT ADVISED STRONGLY AGAINST ARABS PUBLICLY 
OPPOSING CITY COUNCIL'S PLANS AT THIS STAGE SINCE THIS WOULD 
HARDEN POSITIONS. HE SAID WE UNDERSTOOD ARAB POINT OF VIEW, 
RECOGNIZED SERIOUSNESS OF ISSUE, AND WOULD OF COURSE 
REPORT ARAB LEAGUE APPROACH TO WASHINGTON. BENNETT POINTED 
OUT THAT CITY COUNCIL'S PLANS HAD CHANGED: PRESENT INTENTION 
WAS TO DESIGNATE AS "ZION SQUARE" THE ISAIAH WALL AREA 
OPPOSITE THE UN SECRETARIAT ENTRANCE INSTEAD OF THE BLOCK 
OF BUILDINGS ON UN PLAZA BETWEEN 45TH AND 46TH STREETS. 

HILMY SAID HE COULD NOT SEE THAT THIS MADE ANY DIFFERENCE. 

3. COMMENT: MANY ARAB DELEGATIONS HAVE RAISED ZION SQUARE 
ISSUE WITH US, AND WE CAN ATTEST THAT FEELINGS RUN EXTREMELY 
HIGH. OUR BEST ESTIMATE IS THAT FULL CITY COUNCIL WILL 
CONSIDER PARKS COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION WITHIN A WEEK. IF, 
AS IS LIKELY, COUNCIL APPROVES, PROPOSAL WOULD GO TO MAYOR 
FOR SIGNATURE. 

BENNETT 
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